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" Iran’s Trade with the Southern Persian Gulf and Sea of Oman Countries"

Between 2014 and 2023, Iran’s total trade with the seven Arab countries bordering the southern
Persian Gulf and the Sea of Oman reached approximately USD 171 billion, with an overwhelming
97% concentrated in just two partners: the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and Oman. In contrast,
countries such as Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Kuwait, Bahrain, and Yemen accounted for only a negligible
share of Iran’s economic engagement in the region. This stark imbalance reflects not only a deep
structural dependency on a single regional player—the UAE—but also a lack of diversification in
Iran’s Gulf trade strategy Over this ten-year period, Iran registered a cumulative trade deficit of
nearly USD 54 billion, primarily driven by persistent and rising imports from the UAE. While
sectoral data point to strong export potential in petrochemicals, base metals and minerals,
premium agricultural goods, polymers, and construction materials, numerous constraints have
hindered market penetration. Chief among these are financial and banking restrictions,
underdeveloped transport infrastructure, absence of preferential trade agreements,
international sanctions, and volatile diplomatic relations. Trade relations with Saudi Arabia and
Bahrain were effectively severed for much of the period, and economic ties with Qatar, Kuwait,
and Bahrain remain minimal and fragmented .

Despite these longstanding limitations, a significant strategic shift is underway in the Gulf. The
region’s leadership—particularly in Saudi Arabia, the UAE, and Qatar—is transitioning from a
paradigm of military hegemony toward one centered on economic modernization, technology-
driven growth, and integration into emerging global value chains. Disillusioned by the high costs
and low returns of prolonged military involvement in conflicts such as Syria and Yemen, Gulf
states are repositioning themselves as balancing powers in a multipolar world shaped by U.S.—
China rivalry. Notably, perceptions of Iran as an imminent security threat have eased since 2018,
creating a window for recalibrating relations on more pragmatic terms.

Within this new strategic context, Iran faces a rare opportunity—to redefine its role not as a
marginal commodity exporter but as a relevant player in regional economic transformation. One
key avenue is fostering technology transfer and innovation partnerships with Gulf states,
potentially facilitated by third-party actors like China. Given Iran’s sizeable pool of technical talent
and industrial capacity, it can align with Gulf development strategies—provided it undertakes
institutional reforms, overcomes infrastructure bottlenecks, and builds durable trust.

In this process, Iran’s chambers of commerce can serve as critical enablers. Moving beyond
traditional trade promotion, they must evolve into platforms of economic diplomacy and
innovation brokerage. This includes establishing joint technology centers, initiating cross-border
R&D partnerships, coordinating on mutual standards and customs protocols, and mobilizing the
Iranian diaspora for commercial diplomacy. Moreover, facilitating tri-lateral initiatives with Gulf
partners and external allies could strengthen Iran’s integration into regional innovation
ecosystems.
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25. Sweet biscuits

24. Tomatoes,
prepared/preserved,...

23. Polystyrene, in
primary forms

22. U sections of
iron/steel, hot-rolled,...

21. 1 sections of
iron/steel, hot-rolled, ..

20. Cyelic hydrocarbons

19. Ingots of iron & -~
non-alloy steel

18. Ceramic flags &
paving, hearth/wall tiles

17. Birds' eggs in shell L]

16. Expansible
polystyrene, in primary...

15. Methanol

r 1. Polyethylene, specific
gravity <0,94, in primary...
2. Iron ores
concentrates,...
3. Pistachios
4. Dates
-
5. Polyethylene, specific
gravity >=0,94, in...
9 6. Semi-finished
iron/steel, <0.25%. .
Iran, Islamic
Republic of in @ 7. Saffron
United Arab...

14. Apples, fresh

8. Copper cathodes

(] 9. Watermelons, fresh

10. Grapes, dried

1. Tomatoes, fresh

12. Bars & rods of

13. Zine, uhﬁPéaﬁl' ]
<99.99%

ITC (R0

Iran, Islamic Republic of's
products with potential to
United Arab Emirates
Legend
123 Export potential rank
@  Demand
Supply

Plastics & rubber

Fruits.

Ferrous metals

Mineral resources

Nuts

Metals (except ferrous & precious)

Spices

Chemicals

Vegetables

Food products n.e.s. (processed of preserved)

Eqgs, honey and edible animal products n.e.s.

Ceramic articles

ITC Export Potential Map
exportpotential.intracen.org
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25. Peppers
"Capsicum/Pimenta’...
24. Sweet biscuits

23. Oranges

22. Cement clinkers

21. Cucumbers &
gherkins, fresh . e

20. Polyethylene,
specific gravity >=0,94,...

19. Parts of steam
turbines, n.e.s.

18. Polyethylene,
specific gravity <0,94, in... o

17. Grapes, dried

16. Floor caverings of
man-made textiles, flat...

15. Aubergines, fresh

14. Onions & shallots,
fresh
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1. Iron ores &
concentrates,...
2. Watermelons, fresh

3. saffron
.
4. Dates
[ ]
. o 5. Pistachios
.
°
' . 6. Ingots of iron &
" non-alloy steel
Iran, Islamic
Republicofir @ 7. Tomatoes, fresh
Qatar
/| 8. Refined copper wire,
/) 6mm
® |
.

9. Birds' eggs in shell

10. Semi-finished
iron/steel, <0.25%...

11. Ceramic flags &
paving, hearth/wall tiles
12. Apples, fresh
13. Potatoes, fresh

ITC :peio

Iran, Islamic Republic of's
products with potential to
Qatar

Legend

123  Export potential rank
@  Demand
Supply

Fruits

Vegetables

Mineral resources

Fetrous metals

Spices

Nuts

Metals (except ferrous & precious)
Eqgs, honey and adible animal products n.e.s.
Plasties & rubber

Ceramic articles

Carpets

Machinery, electricity

Mineral products

Food products n.e.s. (processed of preserved)

ITC Export Patential Map
exportpotential.intracen.org
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25. Bread & pastry

24. Onions & shallots,

23. Birds' eggs in shell

22. Oranges

21. Refined copper wire,
>6mm

20. Tomatoes,
prepared/preserved,.. ®

19. Floor coverings of
man-made texiles, flat...

18. Reduced iron ore

17. Copper cathodes

16. Watermelons, fresh

15, Polyethylene,
specific gravity >=0,94,...
14. Sweet biscuits

r 1. Ingats of iron &

» non-alloy steel

I 2. Saffron

| .

| 3. Spongy ferrous
| products

4. Tematoes, fresh

| 5. Pistachios
| y,
e B
/s
. s s 6. Iron ores &
7 concentrates, ...
Iran, Islamic .
Republicofin  ———— . 7. Semi-finished
Saudi Arabia iron/steel, <0.25%..
' 8. Apples, fresh
9. Semi-finished
N iron/steel, <0.25%...
L]
10. Ceramic flags &
. paving, hearth/wall tiles

11. Bars & rods of
iron/steel, defarmed
12. Grapes, dried

13. Palyethylene,
specific gravity <094, in...

ITC é.\...n

Iran, Islamic Republic of's
products with potential to
Saudi Arabia

Legend
1,23 Export potential rank
@  Demand

Supply

Ferrous metals

Spices

Frufts

Vegetables

Nuts

Food products n.e.s. (processed or preserved)

Mineral resources
Plastics & rubber

Metals {except ferrcus & procious)

Ceramic articles

Carpets

Eggs, honey and edible animal products n.e.s.

ITG Export Potential Map
-exportpotential.intracen.org
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Iran, Islamic Republic of's
products with potential to
Qatar

r 1. Iron ores &
concentrates,

25. Peppers
“Capsicum/Pimenta’,...

2. liiatermelons, fresh

Legend

24. Sweet biscuits 3. Saffron 123 Export potential rank
. @  Demand
23. Oranges
4. Dates Supply
. @ Fuis
22. Cement clinkers @ Vegetables
. ® 5. Pistachios ® wi
Mineral resources
Ferrous metals
. L 4 1
21. Cucumbers & O ® spices
ry [} P
gherkins, fresh e @ . 6. Ingots of iron & ® nuts
~* non-; alloy steel B
Metals (exeept farrous & precious)
" 20. Polyetlayll;efe, . — _— @ Eggs, honey and edible animal products n.e.s.
specific gravity >=0,94,... ran, Islamic Plastics & rubber
. N —@ 7. Tomatoes, fresh
Republic of ir @ ceramic articles
= Qatar @ campets
19, Pnrbt‘s of steam \ ® @ machinery, electricity
turbines, n.e.s. A 8. Refined copper wire, @ Wineral products
/) >6mm
/o) . N @ Food products n.e.s. (processed or preserved)
18, Polyethylene, ] ‘. °
specific gravity <0,94, in... 9. Birds' eggs in shell
L]

17. Grapes, dried
10. Semi-finished
iron/steel, <0.25%...

16. Floor coverings of
man-made textiles, flat...

15. Aubergines, fresh
14. Onions & shallots,
fresh

11. Ceramic flags &
paving, hearth/wall tiles
12. Apples, fresh

13. Potatoes, fresh
ITC Export Potential Map
exportpotential.intracen.org
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Iran, Islamic Republic of's
products with potential to

7 1lronores& Oman
. concentrates, ..
FE el T, 2. §emi-finished Legend
24. Yoqurt L iron/steel, <0.25%...
- Yog 3. Apples, fresh 12,3 Export potential rank
@  Demand
23. Uncooked pasta, Supply
without eggs ’4. Ingots of iron &
" nan-alloy steel
/ @ Ferrous metals
22. Dates . . @ Mineral resources
5. Birds' eggs in shell ® Fuits
[ ] @ Food products n.e.s. (processed or preserved)
21. Pistachios @ vegetables
6. Reduced Iron ore Plastics & rubber
@ Eggs, honey and edible animal products n.e.s.
20. Sugar confectionery Iran talami : Dalry products
ran, Islamic y Chemicals
N N 7. Polyethylene, specific
Republic of in gravity >=0,94, in... @ spices
Oman ® Ceramic articles
19. Oranges N 4 Metals (except ferrous & precious)
L
. o 8. Watermelons, fresh ® Nuts
N
LJ
18. Buttermilk, @ o
curdled/fermented milk 9. Potatoes, fresh
17. Copper cathodes .
10. Tomatoes, fresh
16. Bread & pastry
11. Polyethylene,
specific gravity <0,94, in...
15. Ceramic flags & J 12. Sweet biscuits

paving, hearth/wall tiles

14. Saffron 13. Ethylene glycol

ITC :ase

ITC Expert Potential Map
exportpotential.intracen.org
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™ 1.Bars &rods of
iron/steel, deformed

25. Bread & pastry . Reduced iron ore

24. Sweet biscuits
3. Watermelons, fresh

23. Grapes, dried

. 4. Saffron
[ ]
22, Onions & shallots,
fresh 5. Cement clinkers.
21. Gheese, n.e.s. / .
] 6, Tomataes, fresh
-9
20. Aubergines, fresh
———— Iran,Islamic o
B Republic of in = pblsacnics)
o Kuwait

19. Potatoes, fresh
8, Bars & rods of
Iron/steel, hot-rolled, In...

18. Surface-active &

washing preparations,... 9. Portland cement

17. Floor coverings of
man-made textiles, flat... 10. Dates
16. Polystyrene, in

primary forms

15. Electric conductors
>1,000V

11. Buttermilk,
curdled/fermented milk
12. Flatfish, fresh

14, Ceramic flags & 13, Apples, fresh

paving, hearth/wall tiles

ITC :xce
\'Y

Iran, Islamic Republic of's
products with potential to
Kuwait
Legend
12,3 Export potential rank
@ Demand
Supply

Ferrous metals
Fruits

Vegetables

Mineral produsts

Spices

Nuts

Dairy products:

Food products n.e.s. (processed or preserved)
Fish & shellfish

Ceramis articles

Machinery, elestricity

Plastics & rubber

Carpets

Chemicals

ITC Export Potential Map
exportpotential.intracen.org
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Iran, Islamic Republic of's
products with potential to

" 1.Bars&rods of Yemen
iron/steel, deformed
25. Electric ”"d“g:fors o 2. Pistachios Legend
L t 3 "
specific gz.;uﬁ'ﬁgx'e.r'." 3. Apples, fresh 1,2,3  Export potential rank
&  Demand
23. | sections of Supply
iren/steel, hot-rolled,... I 4. Sweet biscuits
. @ Ferrous metals

22, Beans "Vigna spp., roducts n.e.s. (processed o preserve
Phaseolus spp",... @ Food products n.e.s. (p d of pi )

Y | 5. Low-fat milk powder ® tus
| @ Fruits

21. Sacks & bags, of | . Plastics & rubber

sthylene polymers . ® 6. Ceramic flags & airy products
paving, hearth/wall tiles
cles
ineral products
achiner ol

20. Kiwifruits, fresh .
- Iran, Islamic ° D
. Tomatoes,
Republic of in prepared/preserved,...

Yemen .
19. Uncooked pasta, [ )

without eggs 8. Sugar confectionery

18. Portland cement ® .
l‘ 9. Grapes, dried
|
17. Bottles & similar, for "
conveying/packaging of... Y 10. Bread & pastry
16. Flexible tubes of B
plastics, >=27,6mPa 2 1,iIJ’mcugtofbl
15. Table/kitchenware, < SRRSO,

12. Polyethylene,
4. Dates 13.1 seotighS e Sravity 2=0,94,..
Iron/steel, hot-rolled,...

of plastics
1

ITC Export Potential Map
exportpotential.intracen.org
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