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Executive Summary

The Strait of Hormuz, as the world’s most important energy chokepoint and one of the most sensitive
geopolitical nodes in the international system, plays a decisive role in linking energy security and global
economic stability. According to the data presented in this report, approximately 20 million barrels of crude
oil pass through this corridor daily. In addition, a substantial share of Qatar’s liquefied natural gas (LNG)
exports also transits this route, with the country alone accounting for about 20 percent of global LNG trade.
From the perspective of demand geography, around 80 percent of the oil passing through this strait is
destined for Asian markets, with China, India, Japan, and South Korea collectively absorbing nearly half
of these flows. This level of dependence becomes more pronounced when alternative route capacities are
examined. Although Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates possess pipeline infrastructure to bypass
the Strait of Hormuz, the total capacity of these routes is only about 3.5 to 5.5 million barrels per day—a
figure that, compared to the approximately 20 million barrels per day flowing through the strait, reveals a
significant substitution gap. Accordingly, it becomes clear that the actual volume of energy flows through
the Strait of Hormuz is far beyond the capacity of regional alternative routes. As a result, any disruption to
this corridor can rapidly generate systemic effects in the global market. In such circumstances, outcomes
such as sharp increases in oil prices, rising shipping insurance costs, and disruptions in global supply chains
are likely.

At the national level, this dependence also has direct implications; a significant share of Iran’s imports of
essential goods, production inputs, and industrial equipment is carried out through southern ports and the
Persian Gulf route. Therefore, any sustained disruption in the maritime security of this route could affect
about 60 to 70 percent of the country’s maritime import flows, with considerable impacts on market
stability, production costs, and economic security.

From a geopolitical and international legal perspective, the Strait of Hormuz is one of the few waterways
whose legal regime remains subject to interpretative disputes among major international actors. While many
maritime powers, particularly Western countries, consider the principle of transit passage to apply to this
strait, the Islamic Republic of Iran, citing its non-accession to the 1982 United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea and certain sovereignty and security considerations, follows a different interpretative
framework. This legal divergence, along with the persistent presence of extra-regional powers in the Persian
Gulf, has turned the Strait of Hormuz into a permanent arena of geopolitical competition in the international
system. However, international experience shows that even under conditions of tension, the imposition of
long-term unilateral arrangements over this passage faces significant legal, political, and operational
constraints and inevitably moves toward some form of multilateral and balanced regulation.

Within this framework, it can be concluded that the optimal strategy for Iran regarding the Strait of Hormuz
is not based on maximal securitization of this corridor, but rather on its intelligent and multi-layered
geopolitical management. Such an approach should be designed to simultaneously achieve three
fundamental objectives: first, maintaining deterrence capacity and safeguarding national security; second,
preventing the emergence of widespread regional and international economic instability; and third,
transforming Iran’s geopolitical position in this strategic corridor into a sustainable economic, transit, and
commercial advantage. Achieving these objectives in practice requires a set of complementary and
reinforcing measures, including the development and deepening of regional diplomacy, enhancement of
maritime cooperation with neighboring and extra-regional actors, strengthening of the country’s port and
logistics infrastructure, and ultimately the establishment of legally, technically, and institutionally
acceptable mechanisms for managing maritime traffic in this strategic waterway.
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